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1

STATE OF LOUISIANA 1  APPEARANCES:
LOUISIANA GAMING CONTROL BOARD 2 CHAIRMAN CHRISTOPHER HEBERT
OCTOBER 16, 2025 BOARD MEETING 3 MS. FARIDA HERNANDEZ
4 MS. LISHA LANDRY
5 MS. KATHRYN BECNEL
6 MR. CLAUDE JACKSON
7 MR. NICHOLAS LANGLEY
8 MS. JULIE LEWIS
9 MS. FRANCHESCA HAMILTON-ACKER
This Louisiana Gaming Control Board Meeting 10 MS. ASHLEY TRAYLOR
was taken by Anna Coates, a Certified Court 11 MR. NICHOLAS LANGLEY
Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, at the 12 CAPTAIN JONAS MARTIN
Louisiana State Capitol, House Committee Room 1, 13 MR. RONALD SHOLES
900 North 3rd Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on 14 MS. MIQUELL HENNIGAN
the 16th day of October 2025. 15 MR. JARROD CONIGLIO
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25 REPORTED BY: ANNA COATES, CCR, RPR
3 4
1 PROCEEDINGS 1 Ms. Lewis.
2 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 2 MS. LEWIS:
3 Good morning, everyone. I'd like to 3 Here.
4 call order of the meeting of Louisiana Gaming 4 MS. HERNANDEZ:
5 Control Board for Thursday, October 16th, 5 Ms. Hennigan.
6 2025. 6 MS. HENNIGAN:
7 Ms. Hernandez, would you please call 7 Here.
8 roll. 8 MS. HERNANDEZ:
S MS. HERNANDEZ: 9 Ms. Hamilton-Acker.
10 Chairman Hebert. 10 MS. HAMILTON-ACKER:
11 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 11 Here.
12 Here. 12 MS. HERNANDEZ:
13 MS. HERNANDEZ: 13 Mr. Sholes.
14 Ms. Becnel. 14 MR. SHOLES:
15 MS. BECNEL: 15 Here.
16 Here. 16 MS. HERNANDEZ:
17 MS. HERNANDEZ: 17 Ms. Traylor.
18 Mr. Jackson. 18 MS. TRAYLOR:
19 MR. JACKSON: 19 Here.
20 Here. 20 MS. HERNANDEZ:
21 MS. HERNANDEZ: 21 Colonel Hodges.
22 Mr. Langley. 22 CAPTAIN MARTIN:
23 MR. LANGLEY: 23 Captain Jonas Martin on behalf of
24 Here. 24 Colonel Hodges.
25 MS. HERNANDEZ: 25 MS. HERNANDEZ:
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1 And Secretary Nelson. 1 regulated, responsible, and transparent

2 (No Response) 2 gaming environment. We thank Mr. Poole for

3 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 3 his valuable service and wish him continued

4 Okay. We do have a quorum. Members, 4 success in all of his future endeavors.

5 thank you for being here this morning. 5 At this time, I'd like to now introduce

6 Ladies and gentlemen, this is our public 6 Governor Landry's most recent appointee to

7 comment period. If anyone would like to 7 our Board, Ms. Miquell Hennigan. Miquell

8 comment on an agenda item before the Board 8 Hennigan is a lifelong leader, entrepreneur,

9 today, now is the time to come forward. 9 and community advocate raised in Alexandria,
10 Okay, I see none. 10 Louisiana, a graduate of Bolton High School
11 But before we move any further in our 11 and McNeese State University where she
12 agenda, I'd like to take this opportunity on 12 earned her bachelor of science in psychology.
13 behalf of the entire Gaming Control Board to 13 Miquell has dedicated over two decades
14 express our sincere appreciation to our now 14 to serving others through ministry, business,
15 former board member, Mr. Lamar Poole, for his 15 and community work. Her career in ministry
16 dedicated service and commitment to the 16 began in DeQuincy, Louisiana in 1997, leading
17 people of Louisiana. Mr. Poole's term has, 17 to senior and co-pastoral roles in Dallas,

18 in fact, come to an end. Throughout his 18 Texas and San Francisco, California. In
19 tenure, Mr. Poole has demonstrated 19 2023, she founded The Velveteen Rescue, a
20 professionalism, integrity, and a steadfast 20 non-profit horse and donkey sanctuary on 200
21 devotion to ensuring fairness and 21 acres in Central, Louisiana. The
22 accountability with the Louisiana's gaming 22 organization rescues equines from the
23 industry. His thoughtful insight and 23 slaughter pipeline and aims to expand its
24 contributions have helped strengthen the 24 mission to include recovery and community
25 Board's mission of maintaining a well 25 service partnerships that foster healing and
7 8

1 connection. Alongside her non-profit 1 Hearing none, that motion carries, and

2 leadership, Miquell is a business strategist 2 the minutes are approved.

3 and coach for women, helping them reclaim 3 Moving on to Item IV on our agenda, our

4 confidence and autonomy in life and 4 revenue reports. Good morning, Ms. Jackson.

5 leadership. Please join me in welcoming 5 MS. JACKSON:

6 Ms. Miquell Hennigan to the Gaming Control 6 Good morning, Chairman Hebert, Board

7 Board. 7 Members. My name is Donna Jackson with

8 Let the record reflect that the designee 8 Louisiana State Police Gaming Audit Section.

9 for Secretary Nelson is present for the Board 9 In September, the 15 operating
10 today. 10 riverboats generated adjusted gross receipts
11 We will now move on to Item III, the 11 of $131,735,955. The state collected fees
12 approval of the minutes. I would ask for a 12 totaling $28,323,230.

13 motion to waive the reading and approve the 13 Adjusted gross receipts for fiscal year

14 minutes of the September 18th, 2025 board 14 '25-26 to date are $443.6 million, an

15 meeting. 15 increase of $28.6 million, or 7 percent, from
16 MR. LANGLEY: 16 fiscal year 24-'25. As of September 30,

17 So moved. 17 2025, the state has collected approximately
18 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 18 $95.4 million in fees for fiscal year

19 So moved by Mr. Langley. 19 125126,

20 MS. BECNEL: 20 Page 2 shows the riverboat revenue

21 Seconded. 21 broken down by regional market. The overall
22 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 22 decrease from August was $29 million, or

23 Seconded by Ms. Becnel. 23 18 percent. As information, September had
24 Is there any discussion? 24 four weekends compared to five full weekends
25 Any opposition? 25 in August. Compared to last September, this
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1 month's revenues represent an increase of 1 decrease of $508,000, or 2 percent, when
2 $2 million, or 1.6 percent. 2 compared to the same month last year. During
3 Next is a summary of the September 2025 3 September, the state collected approximately
4 gaming activity for Caesars New Orleans, 4 $3.6 million in state fees.
5 found on page 3. Caesars generated 5 To date, adjusted gross receipts for
6 $19,483,745 in gross gaming revenue. These 6 fiscal year '25-'26 are $78 million, an
7 revenues represent a decrease from last month 7 increase of $2.3 million, or 3 percent, from
8 of $6.3 million, or 24.5 percent, but an 8 fiscal year 24-'25. As of September 30,
9 increase of approximately $3.4 million, or 9 2025, the state has collected $11.8 million
10 21 percent, from the same month last year. 10 in fees for fiscal year '25-26.
11 During September, the state received 11 I will now move to the video gaming
12 $5,342,466 in minimum daily payments. 12 information. There are 12,438 video gaming
13 To date, adjusted gross receipts for 13 devices activated at 1,378 locations. Net
14 fiscal year 25-'26 are $66.6 million, an 14 device revenue for September 2025 was
15 increase of $13.9 million, or 26 percent, 15 $60,577,697, a decrease of $4.8 million, or
16 from fiscal year '24-'25. As of 16 7.3 percent, when compared to August, but an
17 September 30, 2025, the state collected 17 increase of $3.7 million, or 6.5 percent,
18 $16.4 million in fees for fiscal year 18 when compared to last September.
19 '25-26. 19 Total franchise fees for September were
20 Next, I will present the revenues for 20 $18.2 million. Fiscal year to date net
21 slots at the racetracks. During September, 21 device revenue is $190.4 million, an increase
22 the four racetrack facilities combined 22 of $11 million, or 6 percent, when compared
23 generated adjusted gross receipts of 23 to last fiscal year. As of September 30,
24 $23,633,331, a decrease of $4.5 million, or 24 2025, the state has collected $57.4 million
25 16 percent, from the previous month and a 25 in franchise fees for fiscal year '25-26.
11 12
1 Next, [ will present the September 1 inspection of the gaming vessel for
2 revenue for sportsbook. During September, 2 Louisiana-I Gaming, a Louisiana Partnership
3 the retail sportsbooks accepted approximately 3 in Commendam, doing business as Boomtown New
4 $33.8 million in sports wagers, resulting in 4 Orleans.
5 net proceeds of almost $3 million and 5 Good morning, gentlemen.
6 $297,000 in state taxes. The mobile 6 ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL LEWIS:
7 sportsbooks accepted $367.7 million in sports 7 Good morning, Chairman Hebert.
8 wagers, resulting in net proceeds of $44.2 8 Assistant Attorney General Kanick Lewis, Jr.
9 million and $9.5 million in taxes paid to the 9 MR. FRANCIC:
10 state. 10 Good morning, Chairman. John Francic
11 Finally, for Daily Fantasy Sports, gross 11 with AVS.
12 revenues for September were approximately 12 ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL LEWIS:
13 $1.7 million, with net revenue of $321,000 13 Again, good morning, Chairman Hebert and
14 and taxes of $25,700. 14 Board Members. Mr. John Francic and I are
15 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 15 here today to discuss the issuance of
16 Okay. Board Members, do we have any 16 Louisiana-I Gaming, a Louisiana Partnership
17 questions for Ms. Jackson? 17 in Commendam, doing business as Boomtown
18 Thank you, Ms. Jackson. 18 Casino New Orleans, certificate of
19 MS. JACKSON: 19 compliance.
20 Thank you. 20 On September 4th, the inspection process
21 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 21 began for the annual certificate approval.
22 At this time, we will move on to Item V, 22 Deficiencies were found that needed
23 casino gaming issues. Firstup is a 23 correction. AVS completed a follow-up
24 consideration of the certificate of 24 inspection on September 19th, and there were
25 compliance for the alternative riverboat 25 no deficiencies noted. We request, upon the
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1 Board accepting the report submitted by AVS, 1 the inspection were documented in the annual
2 you will move for the issuance of Boomtown 2 report of September 5. A follow-up exam was
3 New Orleans' certificate of compliance which 3 conducted on September 19th, to confirm the
4 expires on October 31 of 2026. 4 corrected actions. These updates were
5 Mr. Francic will now provide details of 5 formally recorded in the September 30th
6 that inspection. 6 report. The 2025 annual survey required by
7 MR. FRANCIC: 7 Louisiana Gaming Control Board is now
8 Chairman and Board Members, I'm here 8 considered complete and is fit to continue
9 today to present the results of the 2025 9 operating as a dockside gaming riverboat in
10 annual hull and life safety examination for 10 the State of Louisiana. It is the
11 Boomtown New Orleans Casino. 11 professional recommendation by AVS that
12 On September 4th, AVS inspectors Pete 12 Boomtown Casino be issued a certificate of
13 Bullard and Billy Taylor conducted the 13 compliance for 2025.
14 required annual inspection of Boomtown Casino 14 If you have any questions, I'll be happy
15 in accordance with Louisiana Gaming 15 to answer them.
16 Alternative Inspection Program. The 16 CHAIRMAN HEBERT:
17 inspection included comprehensive review of 17 Board members, do we have any questions
18 key safety systems. The team evaluated five 18 for Mr. Francic or Mr. Lewis?
19 protection measures. They verified egress 19 If not, I will entertain a motion to
20 routes, observation of the emergency 20 issue an annual certificate of compliance
21 lighting, tested the emergency generator, 21 which expires on October 31st of 2026.
22 examined the mooring systems, and oversaw 22 MR. SHOLES:
23 fire drill and other required life safety 23 Moved.
24 elements addressed during this visit. 24 CHAIRMAN HEBERT:
25 The initial deficiencies identified in 25 So moved by Mr. Sholes.
15 16
1 MS. HAMILTON-ACKER: 1 the issuance of certificate of compliance for
2 Second. 2 Catfish Queen, LLC, doing business as Belle
3 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 3 of Baton Rouge.
4 And seconded by Ms. Hamilton-Acker. 4 On September 18th, the Louisiana State
5 Is there any discussion? 5 Fire Marshal began the inspection process for
6 Any opposition? 6 the approval of Belle of Baton Rouge Casino's
7 Hearing none, that motion carries. 7 annual certificate of compliance. At the
8 Thank you. 8 time of the initial inspection, there were
9 ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL LEWIS: 9 deficiencies noted. The property corrected
10 Thank you. 10 those issues, and the fire marshal completed
11 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 11 a follow-up inspection later that day. The
12 Safe travels home, Mr. Francic. 12 Board has a copy of those reports. And as
13 MR. FRANCIC: 13 you can see, there were no issues found at
14 Thank you. 14 the time of the reinspection. I now present
15 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 15 these findings to the Board and request that,
16 Item B under casino gaming issues is the 16 upon the Board accepting the report as
17 consideration of the certificate of 17 submitted by the state fire marshal, you will
18 compliance for the riverboat gaming temporary 18 move for the issuance of Belle of Baton Rouge
19 landside facility of Catfish Queen, LLC, 19 Casino's certificate of compliance, which
20 doing business as Belle of Baton Rouge. 20 will expire on October 31st of 2026.
21 You may proceed. 21 I'll be happy to answer any questions if
22 ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL LEWIS: 22 you have them.
23 Good morning, Chairman Hebert and Board 23 CHAIRMAN HEBERT:
24 Members. I'm Assistant Attorney General 24 Board members, do we have any questions
25 Kanick Lewis, Jr. I'm here in the matter of 25 for Mr. Lewis?
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1 If not, I will entertain a motion to 1 Matthew Meek, appearing in the matter of the
2 issue an annual certificate of compliance, 2 original application of 5303 Paris, LLC,
3 which expires on October 31st, 2026. 3 doing business as Paris Casino, for a Type 5
4 MS. LEWIS: 4 video draw poker license.
5 Move. 5 The truck stop facility is located in
6 MS. TRAYLOR: 6 St. Bernard Parish. Quality Inn Motel, QI
7 Second. 7 Truck Stop, Inc., doing business as Lucky
8 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 8 Bayou, previously operated the truck stop
9 Moved by Ms. Lewis, seconded by 9 facility. The applicant has submitted an
10 Ms. Traylor. 10 original application for a Type 5 video draw
11 Is there any discussion? 11 poker gaming license for this location. The
12 Any opposition? 12 applicant has contracted with Lucky Coin
13 Hearing none, that motion carries. 13 Machine Co., LLC to operate the devices at
14 Thank you, Mr. Lewis. 14 this truck stop facility. Geocor Properties,
15 ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL LEWIS: 15 LLC and Academy Drive Development, LLC each
16 Thank you. 16 hold a 50 percent membership interest in the
17 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 17 applicant. The individuals that make up
18 We will now move on to Item VI on our 18 those two LLCs can be found in your board
19 agenda, video gaming issues. First up is 19 packet.
20 Item A, the consideration of the truck stop 20 Investigator Glenn Barrett inspected the
21 application for 5303 Paris, LLC, doing 21 proposed truck stop facility and conducted
22 business as Paris Casino. 22 updated suitability investigations of the
23 ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL MEEK: 23 associated person. He is present this
24 Good morning, Chairman Hebert, Board 24 morning to report his findings to the Board.
25 Members. I'm Assistant Attorney General 25 Following his presentation, the Board will
19 20
1 need a motion and vote to approve or deny the 1 service for truck repairs. The facility is
2 original application of 5303 Paris, LLC, 2 equipped with a separate truckers television
3 doing business as Paris Casino. 3 lounge, a full service laundry facility,
4 MR. BARRETT: 4 private showers for men and women, and has
5 Good morning, Mr. Chairman, Board 5 convenience store that sells trucker
6 Members. I'm Criminal Investigator Glen 6 supplies. Facility has five fuel storage
7 Barrett with Louisiana State Police Gaming 7 tanks, and all required licenses and permits
8 Enforcement Division. 8 were posted and valid at the time of
9 I conducted updated suitability 9 inspection. The establishment consists of
10 investigations on John D. Georges, Dathel C. 10 5.892 contiguous acres.
11 Georges, Gabriel Corchiani, George J. Ackel, 11 The applicant submitted a video draw
12 III, Adam A. Ackel, Alexander A. Ackel, and 12 poker license application within 36 months at
13 Alana A. Tallo. I did not find any 13 the location, the last being licensed as a
14 information that would preclude them from 14 qualified truck stop facility, which was held
15 continuing to participate in the video gaming 15 by the Quality Inn Motel, QI Truck Stop,
16 industry. 16 Inc., doing business as Lucky Bayou.
17 An offsite investigation was conducted, 17 Therefore, it is not subject to the rule that
18 and it was determined that the establishment 18 it must be at least 1 mile distance from a
19 meets all criteria set forth in video gaming 19 school, church, playground, synagogue, public
20 law as a qualified truck stop facility. The 20 library, residence, and buildings on the
21 truck park area can accommodate 50 21 National Historic Registry.
22 tractor-trailers. The travel lanes are 22 I found no information that would
23 constructed of concrete and meets the 23 preclude the issuance of a Type 5 video draw
24 requirements for ingress and egress. The 24 poker gaming license to 5303 Paris, LLC,
25 applicant is contracted with a maintenance 25 doing business as Paris Casino.
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1 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 1 membership interest in Red River Casino, LLC,
2 Okay. Board Members, do we have any 2 doing business as Red River Casino.
3 questions for state police or the attorney 3 Good morning. Please identify
4 general's office? 4 yourselves for the record.
5 Okay. Ifnot, I will entertain a motion 5 ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL JONES:
6 to approve the truck stop application. 6 Good morning, Chairman Hebert and Board
7 MR. SHOLES: 7 Members. I'm Assistant Attorney General Bria
8 So moved. 8 Jones, appearing before you this morning for
9 MS. BECNEL: 9 the approval of the transfer of membership
10 Second. 10 interest in Red River Casino, LLC, doing
11 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 11 business as Red River Casino. The truck stop
12 Moved by Judge Sholes and seconded by 12 is located in Bossier Parish.
13 Ms. Becnel. 13 On August 11, 2025, Gulhamrasool Rupani,
14 Let the record reflect that the Chairman 14 who was the sole member, transferred
15 abstains from voting in this matter. All in 15 5 percent of his membership interest in the
16 favor say "L." 16 licensee to Rahim Amin Rupani. As a result
17 (ALL BOARD MEMBERS SAID "I") 17 of the transfer, Gulhamrasool Rupani now
18 Is there any opposition? 18 holds a 95 percent membership interest in the
19 Hearing none, the application is 19 licensee, and Rahim Amin Rupani holds the
20 approved. 20 remaining 5 percent.
21 MR. BARRETT: 21 Investigator James Cannon investigated
22 Thank you, sir. 22 the transfer of membership interest. He is
23 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 23 present this morning to report his findings
24 Next item under video gaming issues is 24 to the Board. Following his presentation,
25 the consideration of the transfer of 25 the Board will need a motion and vote to
23 24
1 approve or deny the transfer of membership 1 So moved.
2 interest. 2 CHAIRMAN HEBERT:
3 MASTER TROOPER CANNON: 3 So moved by Mr. Langley.
4 Good morning, Chairman Hebert and Board 4 MS. LEWIS:
5 Members. I'm Master Trooper James Cannon 5 Second.
6 with Louisiana State Police Gaming 6 CHAIRMAN HEBERT:
7 Enforcement Division. 7 And seconded by Ms. Lewis.
8 I conducted an investigation of the 8 All in favor, say "I."
9 transfer of membership interest in the 9 (ALL BOARD MEMBERS SAID "I")
10 licensee. A suitability investigation was 10 Is there any opposition?
11 not done on Rahim Rupani, because he does not 11 Hearing none, the motion carries, and
12 hold more than a 5 percent interest in the 12 the transfer of membership interest is
13 licensee. I found no information that would 13 approved. Thank you.
14 preclude the approval of the transfer of 14 Before we move to adjournment, I'd like
15 member interest and the continued licensing 15 to announce that our November board meeting
16 of the Red River Casino, LLC, doing business 16 will take place on Thursday, November 13th,
17 as Red River Casino. 17 2025, as opposed to November 20th. That's
18 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 18 Thursday, November 13th, 2025, at 10 a.m.
19 Okay. Board members, do we have any 19 here at the capitol building.
20 questions for state police or the attorney 20 If there's no more business at this
21 general's office in this matter? 21 time, [ would entertain a motion to adjourn.
22 If not, I'll entertain a motion to 22 MR. JACKSON:
23 approve the transfer of membership interest 23 So moved.
24 in the licensee. 24 CHAIRMAN HEBERT:
25 MR. LANGLEY: 25 So moved by Mr. Jackson. Is there a
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1 second? 1 REPORTER'S PAGE
2 MS. HAMILTON-ACKER: 2 I, ANNA COATES, Certified Court Reporter,
3 Second. 3 in and for the State of Louisiana, the
4 CHAIRMAN HEBERT: 4 officer, as defined in Rule 28 of the Federal
5 Seconded by Ms. Hamilton-Acker. 5  Rules of Civil Procedure and/or Article 1434(B)
6 Is there any opposition? 6  of the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure, before
7 Hearing none, we are adjourned. 7 whom this sworn testimony was taken, do hereby
8 And I think we just broke a record. 8  state on the record;
9 Everybody, please have a great rest of your 9 That due to the interaction in the
10 day. 10  spontaneous discourse of this proceeding, dashes
11 (MEETING CONCLUDED) 11  (--) have been used to indicate pauses, changes
12 * ok koK ok 12 inthought, and/or talkovers; that same is the
13 13 proper method for the court reporter's
14 14  transcription of a proceeding, and that dashes
15 15  (--) do not indicate that words or phrases have
16 16  been left out of this transcript; also, that any
17 17  words and/or names which could not be verified
18 18  through reference material have been denoted with
19 19  the phrase "(spelled phonetically)."
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23
24 24 ANNA COATES, CCR, RPR
25 25 LOUISIANA CCR NO. 97018
27
1 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
2 This certification is valid only for a
3 transcript accompanied by my original signature
4  and original seal on this page.
5 I, ANNA C. COATES, CCR, RPR, as the officer
6  before whom this testimony was taken, do hereby
7 certify that this hearing was reported by me in
8  the stenotype reporting method, was prepared and
9  transcribed by me, and is a true and correct
10 transcript to the best of my ability and
11  understanding;
12 That the transcript has been prepared in
13  compliance with transcript format guidelines
14  required by rules of the board;
15 That I have acted in compliance with the
16  prohibition on contractual relationships, as
17  defined by Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure
18  Article 1434 and in rules and advisory opinions of
19  the board;
20 That I am not related to counsel or the
21  parties hereto, nor am I otherwise interested in
22 the outcome of this matter.
23
24 ANNA C. COATES, RPR, CCR
25 LOUISIANA CCR NO. 97018
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