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·1· · I. CALL TO ORDER

·2· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Good morning, everyone.· Thank

·4· · you for joining us.· A little different venue for

·5· · us here this morning, and thank you for finding

·6· · your way over to the Lasalle Building.· So today

·7· · is March 14, 2022.· I would like to call to order

·8· · the Louisiana Gaming Control Board meeting.

·9· · Ms. Thurman, would you please call the roll?

10· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Chairman Johns?

12· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

14· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Avant?

16· · · · · · · ·MR. AVANT:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

18· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Berry?

20· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

22· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jackson?

24· · · · · · · ·MR. JACKSON:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Here.



·1· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Lewis?

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. LEWIS:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Poole?

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. POOLE:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Hamilton-Acker?

11· · · · · · · ·MS. HAMILTON-ACKER:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Present.

13· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Sholes?

15· · · · · · · ·MR. SHOLES:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

17· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Traylor?

19· · · · · · · ·MS. TRAYLOR:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Colonel Davis?

23· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Major McNeal for Colonel Davis.

25· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Secretary Richard?

·2· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY RICHARD:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·We've got a quorum.

·6· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Thurman.· We do have a

·8· · quorum for conducting our business.

·9· · II. PUBLIC COMMENTS

10· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

11· · · · · · · · · ·We move into Item No. II for public

12· · comments.· Ladies and gentlemen, this is the time

13· · during our meeting, if there's any public comment

14· · on anything on our agenda today.· As we go through

15· · our different agenda items, there's no new

16· · evidence that can be discussed today.· Nothing,

17· · new information, can be offered, but if there are

18· · any public comments, please come forward.

19· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

20· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· I see no public comments.

22· · III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

23· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Before you -- we move into

25· · Item No. III, the approval of our minutes.



·1· · Members, we have before you the minutes of the

·2· · February 17, 2022, meeting.· Do I have a motion to

·3· · approve those minutes?

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. AVANT:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

·8· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Berry moves that we approve those

10· · minutes.· Mr. Avant has seconded that motion.· Is

11· · there any opposition to approving the minutes?

12· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

13· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, the minutes of

15· · February 17, 2022, are hereby approved.

16· · IV. REVENUE REPORTS

17· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Item No. IV on the agenda are our

19· · revenue reports.· And, Ms. Jackson, good morning.

20· · How are you this morning?

21· · · · · · · ·MS. JACKSON:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Good.· How are you?

23· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

24· · · · · · · · · ·You're bearing good news for us this

25· · morning?



·1· · · · · · · ·MS. JACKSON:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·I believe so.

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. JACKSON:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Mr. Chairman, Board

·7· · Members.· My name is Donna Jackson.· I'm with

·8· · Louisiana State Police, Gaming Enforcement

·9· · Division.

10· · · · · · · · · ·In February, the 13 operating

11· · riverboats generated adjusted gross receipts of

12· · $151,654,881.· The State collected fees totaling

13· · $32,605,800.· Adjusted gross receipts for fiscal

14· · year 2022 to date are $1,171,000,000, an increase

15· · of $229 million, or 24 percent, from fiscal year

16· · 2021, but a decrease of 2 percent from fiscal year

17· · 2019-2020.· As of February 28, 2022, the State

18· · collected $251.8 million in fees for fiscal year

19· · 2022.

20· · · · · · · · · ·Page 2 shows the riverboat revenue

21· · broken down by regional market.· The overall

22· · increase from January was $5.7 million, or

23· · 4 percent.· Compared to last February this month's

24· · revenues represent an increase of $39 million, or

25· · 35 percent.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Next is a summary of the February

·2· · 2022 gaming activity for Harrah's New Orleans,

·3· · found on page 3.· Harrah's generated $20,186,087

·4· · in gross gaming revenue.· These revenues represent

·5· · an increase from last month of $2.5 million, or

·6· · 14 percent, and an increase of $4.4 million, or

·7· · 28 percent, from the same month last year.· During

·8· · February, the State received $4,602,740 in minimum

·9· · daily payments.

10· · · · · · · · · ·Adjusted gross receipts for fiscal

11· · year 2022 to date are $136.7 million, an increase

12· · of $22 million, or 20 percent, from fiscal year

13· · 2021 but a decrease of 30 percent from fiscal year

14· · 2020.· As of February 28, 2022, the State

15· · collected approximately $40 million in fees for

16· · fiscal year 2022.

17· · · · · · · · · ·Next, I will present the revenues for

18· · slots at the racetracks.· During February, the

19· · four racetrack facilities combined generated

20· · adjusted gross receipts of $25,205,882, an

21· · increase of approximately $600,000, or

22· · 2.5 percent, from January 2022 and an increase of

23· · $2.3 million, or 10 percent, when compared to the

24· · same month last year.· During February, the State

25· · collected $3.8 million in fees.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Adjusted gross receipts for fiscal

·2· · year 2022 to date are $211 million, an increase of

·3· · $23 million, or 12 percent, from fiscal year 2021

·4· · but a decrease of 6 percent from fiscal year 2020.

·5· · As of February 28, 2022, the State has collected

·6· · $32 million in fees for fiscal year 2022.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·I will now move to the video gaming

·8· · information.· There are 12,179 video gaming

·9· · devices activated at 1,437 locations.· Net device

10· · revenue for February 2022 was $71 million, an

11· · increase of $5.6 million, or 8.5 percent, when

12· · compared to January 2022 and an increase of

13· · $17.5 million, or 32.6 percent, when compared to

14· · last February.· Total franchise fees for

15· · February 2022 totaled $21.5 million, an increase

16· · of $1.7 million when compared to January and an

17· · increase of $5.3 million when compared to

18· · February 2021.

19· · · · · · · · · ·Net device revenue for fiscal year

20· · 2022 to date is $541 million, an increase of

21· · $93 million, or 21 percent, when compared to

22· · fiscal year 2021.

23· · · · · · · · · ·Total franchise fees collected for

24· · fiscal year 2022 to date are $163 million, an

25· · increase of $27 million, or 20 percent, when



·1· · compared to last fiscal year.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Next, I will present the February

·3· · revenue for sportsbook.· During February, the 13

·4· · operating retail sportsbooks accepted

·5· · $27.4 million in sports wagers, resulting in net

·6· · proceeds of $643,000 and $140,000 in state taxes.

·7· · The six mobile sportsbook operators accepted

·8· · $211 million in sports wagers, resulting in net

·9· · proceeds of $16.7 million and $2.2 million in

10· · taxes paid to the State.· Any questions?

11· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

12· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Any questions for

13· · Ms. Jackson from the Board?

14· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

15· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Jackson, it looks like our

17· · numbers are -- we're making a comeback, huh?· Is

18· · that --

19· · · · · · · ·MS. JACKSON:

20· · · · · · · · · ·It's a good month.

21· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

22· · · · · · · · · ·-- a good way to put it, from --

23· · · · · · · ·MS. JACKSON:

24· · · · · · · · · ·February is typically a strong month.

25· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:



·1· · · · · · · · · ·-- from last year?· We're still not

·2· · quite -- quite there from 2020, --

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. JACKSON:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Right.

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·-- but -- at least across the board,

·7· · but overall just so much better than it was last

·8· · year due to the pandemic and, I guess, hurricanes

·9· · and catastrophes.

10· · · · · · · ·MS. JACKSON:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Right.· And last February did have

12· · the COVID restrictions still.· So . . .

13· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Right.· So okay.· Are there any --

15· · any questions?

16· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

17· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Thank you so much.· Members, I

19· · know this has nothing to do with -- with our

20· · Gaming Control Board, but I did visit

21· · Louisiana Downs last weekend, and their horse

22· · wagering numbers are up substantially since the

23· · sale of that property.· So I think that that

24· · property is headed in the right direction, and I

25· · was very impressed with what they're doing out



·1· · there.· So I just wanted to -- to report that.

·2· · Okay.

·3· · V. CONSIDERATION OF CONTRACTS WITH HEARING OFFICER

·4· · · ·AND COURT REPORTER

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Okay, Members.· We're going to move

·7· · on to Item No. V.· And Item No. V is the

·8· · consideration of the contracts for our hearing

·9· · officer and our court reporter.· In your packet,

10· · you'll see the contract for the legal services,

11· · first, for our hearing officer, Suzan S. Ponder.

12· · That contract comes up for renewal on July 1,

13· · 2022, and it extends through June 30, 2023.

14· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Ponder has done an incredible job

15· · for us.· We're very fortunate that she has agreed

16· · to -- to extend that contract.· And as chairman,

17· · I'm very, very pleased with the work that she has

18· · done, and we greatly appreciate her -- her

19· · commitment.· Is there any -- any questions, any --

20· · any comments from the board on the extension of

21· · this contract?

22· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

23· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· I would entertain a motion at

25· · this time that we approve the contract for our



·1· · hearing officer, Suzan S. Ponder, from July 1,

·2· · 2022, through June 30, 2023.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. JACKSON:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·So moved.

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jackson has moved that we extend

·7· · that contract.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. SHOLES:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

10· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Judge Sholes has seconded that

12· · motion.· Is there any objection to that motion?

13· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

14· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

15· · · · · · · · · ·No objection heard.· That contract is

16· · hereby approved.· The second contract will be for

17· · our legal services -- one second.· Next, we will

18· · consider the contract of US Legal Support,

19· · Incorporated, for our court reporting services

20· · from July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023.

21· · · · · · · · · ·Again, we were very -- very, very

22· · pleased with the work that they've done for us,

23· · and we would put this proposal before you today.

24· · Is there any questions on this contract?

25· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)



·1· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·I would entertain a motion that we

·3· · accept this contract.

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. HAMILTON-ACKER:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·So moved.

·6· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Hamilton-Acker has moved that we

·8· · accept the contract with US Legal Support

·9· · Services.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. POOLE:

11· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

12· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Seconded by Mr. Poole.· Is there any

14· · objection to that motion?

15· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

16· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, the contract is hereby

18· · approved for US Legal Services Support July 1,

19· · 2022, through June 30, 2023.· Thank you very much,

20· · Members.

21· · VI. CASINO GAMING ISSUES

22· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Limping along, Item No. VI,

24· · casino gaming issues.· First on our agenda this

25· · morning is the consideration of the renewal



·1· · application of PNK Lake Charles, LLC doing

·2· · business as L'Auberge Lake Charles.· Good morning.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. GATHE:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman Johns, Board

·5· · Members.· I'm Assistant Attorney General

·6· · Jeremy Gathe here in the matter of the renewal of

·7· · the riverboat gaming license of PNK Lake Charles,

·8· · LLC doing business as L'Auberge Lake Charles.

·9· · Here with me today is Ms. Tammy Haupt from

10· · Louisiana State Police, Audit Division, and Master

11· · Trooper Michael Talley from Louisiana State

12· · Police, Gaming Enforcement.

13· · · · · · · · · ·Pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute

14· · 27:75(A), the Board is required to act upon any

15· · renewal application no later than 30 days prior to

16· · the expiration of the current license.· Riverboat

17· · gaming licenses are issued for a five-year term.

18· · This license was last renewed by the board on

19· · March 16, 2017, and is now set to expire on

20· · April 19, 2022.

21· · · · · · · · · ·The Office of State Police has

22· · reviewed the financial circumstances of the

23· · licensee and completed suitability investigations

24· · of the licensee, its parent companies, and

25· · principals.· And at this time, Ms. Haupt and



·1· · Master Trooper Talley will now provide their

·2· · findings to the Board.

·3· · · · · · · ·MASTER TROOPER TALLEY:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman Johns and

·5· · Members of the Board.· As he said my name is

·6· · Master Trooper Michael Talley.· I work with the

·7· · Louisiana State Police, Gaming Enforcement

·8· · Division.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·On November 22, 2021, Louisiana State

10· · Police, Gaming Enforcement Division -- we received

11· · a renewal license application submitted on behalf

12· · of PNK Lake Charles, LLC, and their business

13· · affiliates.

14· · · · · · · · · ·During the investigation of PNK

15· · Lake Charles and their affiliates, the background

16· · investigation was conducted on each of the

17· · company's officers, directors, managers, and

18· · persons with a 5 percent or more ownership or

19· · economic interest in the companies.· The

20· · background investigations considered -- consisted

21· · of inquiries made of federal, state, and local law

22· · enforcement agencies.· Inquiries were made to

23· · civil courts and gaming regulatory agencies, also.

24· · · · · · · · · ·No information was found that would

25· · preclude them from continuing to participate in



·1· · the gaming industry.· In addition, all of their

·2· · directors and key officers have previously been

·3· · found suitable by the Louisiana Gaming Control

·4· · Board.· Thank you.

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Any questions, Members?· Is --

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. GATHE:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·We have one more presentation.

·9· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

10· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry.· Good Morning.

11· · · · · · · ·MS. HAUPT:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.

13· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

14· · · · · · · · · ·My apologizes.

15· · · · · · · ·MS. HAUPT:

16· · · · · · · · · ·No problem.· Good morning,

17· · Chairman Johns and Board Members.· My name is

18· · Tammy Haupt with Louisiana State Police's Gaming

19· · Audit Section.

20· · · · · · · · · ·PNK Lake Charles, LLC doing business

21· · as L'Auberge Casino Resort Lake Charles seeks a

22· · five-year renewal of its gaming license.

23· · L'Auberge Lake Charles is wholly owned by its

24· · parent company Pinnacle MLS, LLC, and

25· · Penn National Gaming, Inc., being its ultimate



·1· · parent.· L'Auberge Lake Charles commenced gaming

·2· · operations on May 26, 2006.· During its 8 --

·3· · during its 17 years of operations, they have

·4· · generated approximately 5.3 billion in gaming

·5· · revenues and paid 1.1 billion in state gaming

·6· · fees.· The riverboat casino competes with one

·7· · racino and two riverboats in the Lake Charles

·8· · gaming market, although Isle of Lake Charles is

·9· · currently closed while constructing its landside

10· · facility.

11· · · · · · · · · ·During the past five fiscal years,

12· · L'Auberge Lake Charles generated approximately

13· · 1.69 billion in adjusted gross revenue.· The 2020

14· · revenues were impacted by the COVID pandemic, as

15· · well as Hurricane Laura that made landfall on

16· · August 27, 2020, causing significant damage to the

17· · property and surrounding area.· The hotel and

18· · casino were closed for 16 days with property

19· · damage estimated to be in excess of 100 million.

20· · This includes noncapital amounts related to the

21· · interruption of business.

22· · · · · · · · · ·For the years 2016 to 2021, L'Auberge

23· · Lake Charles spent approximately 51.3 million for

24· · capital expenditures, which included major

25· · enhancements to the property and upgrades to its



·1· · gaming systems, as well as the hurricane-related

·2· · repairs, with a portion being reimbursed by

·3· · insurance.· The licensee projects that they will

·4· · spend 120.2 million for capital expenditures over

·5· · the next five years, with 96 million of the

·6· · capital projections used to wrap up the

·7· · Hurricane Laura rebuild and remodel projects in

·8· · 2022 and 2023.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·The estimated hurricane projects

10· · include 67 million for hotel renovations that are

11· · scheduled to begin this month, 4.8 million to

12· · transform its Jacks Dan -- Jack Daniels

13· · Bar & Grill into a barstool-branded retail

14· · sportsbook, with the remainder to be spent on

15· · repairs to the marina beach and landscaping.· As I

16· · speak, the L'Auberge Lake Charles is having a

17· · ribbon-cutting ceremony for the grand opening of

18· · its new retailed barstool-branded sportsbook

19· · today.· For the years 2016 through 2021, L'Auberge

20· · Lake Charles has paid approximately 73.2 million

21· · to local government authorities.

22· · · · · · · · · ·In conclusion, no financial issues

23· · came to our attention to preclude the Board from

24· · approving L'Auberge Casino Resort Lake Charles'

25· · license for a period of five years, effective



·1· · April 19, 2022.· The Director of Regulatory

·2· · Compliance at L'Auberge Lake Charles is in

·3· · attendance today and available to answer any

·4· · questions you may have for her.

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Thank you very much.

·7· · Ms. Theunissen here this morning?

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·I am.

10· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Why don't you come on up?

12· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

13· · · · · · · · · ·(Complying with request)

14· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.

16· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.

18· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

19· · · · · · · · · ·I wish I could be back in

20· · Lake Charles for the grand opening.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

22· · · · · · · · · ·I know.· I know.· It's very exciting.

23· · It is.

24· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

25· · · · · · · · · ·We are excited.· So . . .



·1· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman.· Good

·3· · morning, Board Members.

·4· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·I think Vice Chairman Berry has

·6· · either some questions or comments.· Go ahead.

·7· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.

11· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

12· · · · · · · · · ·I just -- being this is in my

13· · district and you're here today, I would just like

14· · to make a couple of quick comments, that I am just

15· · so pleased with everything going on at L'Auberge

16· · and the capital improvements, the repairs after

17· · the tragic hurricanes, the ice storm, -- forgot

18· · about that, too -- and just everything that

19· · affected L'Auberge and the fact that y'all are

20· · leading the state in gross receipts for all the

21· · riverboats.· Led them in February, the last

22· · month -- we just heard reporting -- and leading

23· · the state throughout the fiscal year so far to

24· · date.· I would just like to highly commend you and

25· · congratulate our district and --



·1· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·-- and L'Auberge of Lake Charles.

·5· · And when it comes time, I will be with accolades

·6· · to make the recommendation that your license be

·7· · continued.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.· We appreciate

10· · it.

11· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

13· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments from board

15· · members?· Ms. Theunissen, I -- I also want to

16· · offer some comments and to congratulate you and to

17· · thank Penn National for the -- for the critical

18· · commitment that you've made to our community.  I

19· · happen to live there; so I get to witness

20· · firsthand what y'all do.· Y'all have invested in

21· · the property.· You continue to spend a lot of

22· · money to -- on amenities.· It's not just about a

23· · casino.· It's about other amenities for the

24· · restaurants, the pool area, the spa, the --

25· · everything else, the golf course.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·But most important is what you do

·2· · in the -- what your company does in our community.

·3· · The charitable donations that y'all make and the

·4· · commitment that you make to the community at home

·5· · is -- is just off the charts.· So we thank you

·6· · very much.· It's very noticeable what you do, and,

·7· · I would say, I would like to use this property as

·8· · a model for the rest of the state.· And so thank

·9· · you very much, and please offer our sincere thanks

10· · to your management -- to your management team.· So

11· · thank you very much.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.· We are very

14· · happy to be part of our community, and we are

15· · happy that -- that things seem to be settling out

16· · now within the -- within the community somewhat

17· · and also within the industry.· And so we're

18· · excited about the future.· We obviously have lots

19· · of projects that are going on in the next five

20· · years.· So we're excited, and we would like to

21· · invite all of you, not just Ms. Berry but all of

22· · you, to come over and take a look.

23· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Well, I know I'm excited to get back

25· · and see the new sportsbook.· And I have not had



·1· · the opportunity to see the finished product yet.

·2· · 4.8 million, I think, y'all spent on it, --

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·We did.

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·-- which is phenomenal, and --

·7· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·We did.· It is very exciting.· It has

·9· · four OTCs.· It has -- it actually has eight slot

10· · machines and ten electronic table games, so like

11· · an ETG.· It also has a restaurant.· It has a video

12· · board that's probably half the size of that wall

13· · behind you.· So -- with nice recliners that

14· · everyone wants to take a seat at and watch a game

15· · or two.· So it's very exciting.

16· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Well, my congratulations to you and

18· · to your GM there, Harold Rowland, for -- for the

19· · work, and I understand Drago's has been an

20· · incredible success there.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Drago's has.

23· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Four-hundred seated restaurant

25· · members that -- it's just been an incredible



·1· · success there.· So we appreciate it.· You know, we

·2· · do --

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·I just -- I'm sorry.· I forgot one

·5· · more comment.

·6· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Ms. Berry.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·He made -- Chairman made a very, very

10· · good point.· I know there's a lot of people in the

11· · state that, for one reason or the other, are

12· · against gaming and gambling, and it's also -- it

13· · means a lot to us that you've invested as much

14· · into the non-gaming amenities to help those type

15· · of people, or the -- you know, the ones where --

16· · to get them into your casino and to your gaming

17· · place and to show that that's not what it's all

18· · about, not to mention the volunteering that you do

19· · in the community.· Volunteering in the community

20· · means a lot, especially to such a hard-hit area.

21· · I'm sorry.· You -- the chairman mentioned that.  I

22· · forgot to make that comment.· So thank you.

23· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

25· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Members, we have a resolution

·2· · at the table to -- to adopt that we renew this

·3· · license for five years.· Vice-chairman Berry has

·4· · made the motion to adopt the resolution.· Do I

·5· · have a second on that?

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. AVANT:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

·8· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Avant has seconded that -- that

10· · motion.· And, Ms. Thurman, would you read the

11· · resolution, please?

12· · · · · · · ·MS. THURMAN:

13· · · · · · · · · ·On the 14th day of March 2022, the

14· · Louisiana Gaming Control Board did, in a duly

15· · noticed public meeting, consider the license

16· · renewal application of PNK Lake Charles, LLC d/b/a

17· · L'Auberge Lake Charles, License No. R011001707.

18· · And, upon motion duly made and seconded, the Board

19· · adopted the following resolution:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Be it resolved that the license to

21· · conduct riverboat gaming issued to PNK

22· · Lake Charles, LLC d/b/a L'Auberge Lake Charles be

23· · renewed for a term of five years, commencing

24· · April 19, 2022, subject to all conditions

25· · currently imposed on the license.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Thus done and signed in Baton Rouge,

·2· · Louisiana, this 14th day of March 2002 -- 2022.

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Thurman.· One of the

·5· · shorter resolutions you've had to read this year.

·6· · Thank you very much.· Members, we have before you

·7· · a motion and a second to adopt this resolution.

·8· · Is there any objection to that motion?

·9· · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

10· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, that motion here is

12· · adopted.· Congratulations --

13· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

15· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

16· · · · · · · · · ·-- to L'Auberge Lake Charles.· And,

17· · again, thank you for everything y'all have done

18· · for our State.

19· · · · · · · ·MS. THEUNISSEN:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

21· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.· Good luck.

23· · VII. VIDEO GAMING ISSUES

24· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Item No. VII.· Members, we're



·1· · going to move on to video gaming issues.· Good

·2· · morning, sir.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. PITRE:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman Johns, Board

·5· · Members.· I'm Assistant Attorney General

·6· · Earl Pitre, Jr., appearing before the Board in the

·7· · matter of the transfer of membership interest of

·8· · Madison Auto Truck Plaza & Lucky Dollar Casino,

·9· · LLC doing business as Madison Auto Truck Plaza &

10· · Lucky Dollar Casino, a Type 5 video gaming

11· · licensee.

12· · · · · · · · · ·On March 8, 2021, Edward A. Amar,

13· · Jr., died.· At the time of his death, he held a

14· · 15.5 percent membership interest in the licensee.

15· · The membership interest in the licensee was

16· · community property.

17· · · · · · · · · ·Edward Jr.'s surviving spouse,

18· · Janice R. Amar, retained her 7.75 percent

19· · membership interest in the licensee as her half of

20· · the community property.· Edward, Jr., left the

21· · remaining 7.75 percent membership interest in the

22· · licensee to the Edward A. Amar, Jr., Testamentary

23· · Residuary Trust.· Janice R. Amar is the income

24· · beneficiary, and his two sons,

25· · Edward A. Amar, III, and Travis Amar, are the



·1· · principal beneficiaries of the trust.· Travis Amar

·2· · and David Danel are the co-trustees of the trust.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Master Trooper James Cannon conducted

·4· · the investigation of the transfer of membership

·5· · interest.· He also conducted the updated

·6· · suitability checks on the relevant persons.· He is

·7· · here to present the Office of State Police's

·8· · findings to the -- to the Board.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. CANNON:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman and Members of

11· · the Board.· I'm Master Trooper James Cannon with

12· · Louisiana State Police, Gaming Enforcement

13· · Division.

14· · · · · · · · · ·I investigated the transfer that

15· · occurred in the licensee due to the death of

16· · Edward A. Amar, Jr.· Janice R. Amar, Travis Amar,

17· · and David Danel previously met suitability on

18· · various licenses.· I conducted updated suitability

19· · checks on them.· I found no information that would

20· · preclude them from continuing to participate in

21· · the video gaming industry.· I found no information

22· · that would preclude the continued licensing of

23· · Madison Auto Truck Plaza & Lucky Dollar Casino,

24· · LLC.

25· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Thank you very much,

·2· · gentlemen, for your -- your report and your

·3· · recommendations.· Everything is in order, and you

·4· · see no issues whatsoever in suitability or . . .

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. PITRE:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·No.

·7· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·8· · · · · · · · · Your recommendation is to approve.

·9· · Is that correct?

10· · · · · · · ·MR. PITRE:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.· And if I could conclude

12· · and say that the Office of Attorney General

13· · reviewed the file compiled as a result of the

14· · State Police's investigation, and the review

15· · indicated no information was found that would

16· · preclude approval of the transfer.

17· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Thank you very much.· Okay.

19· · Members, any questions?

20· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

21· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· If not, I will entertain a

23· · motion to approve the transfer of membership for

24· · the Madison Auto Truck Plaza & Lucky Dollar

25· · Casino, LLC doing business as Madison Auto Truck



·1· · Plaza & Lucky Dollar Casino.· Do I have a motion

·2· · on that?

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. LEWIS:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. TRAYLOR:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

·7· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Lewis has moved that we approve

·9· · the transfer of membership.· Ms. Traylor has

10· · seconded that motion.· Is there any discussion on

11· · the motion?

12· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

13· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Is there any objection to the motion?

15· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

16· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, that -- that motion is

18· · hereby approved.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. PITRE:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

21· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much, gentlemen.

23· · Thank you for your work on this.

24· · VIII.· RULEMAKING

25· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Moving along to Item No. VIII,

·2· · our rulemaking.· Members, we have a number of

·3· · items before us this morning on rulemaking.

·4· · Ms. Himel, good morning.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. HIMEL:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman Johns, Members

·7· · of the Board.· I'll be presenting all of these

·8· · rules together as one.· What you have before you

·9· · is proposed rule changes which contain the

10· · amendments to the sections that this Board

11· · considered in the emergency rules last month;

12· · however, there were changes made to sections 517

13· · and 707.

14· · · · · · · · · ·In 517, you will see more strict

15· · advertising requirements.· What we have in our

16· · rules currently under casino gaming law, which is

17· · binding on the sports wagering licensees, deals

18· · with billboards and deals with print

19· · advertisement.· So what we're doing here due to

20· · the marketing adverts that sports wagering

21· · operators participate in, we are adding radio and

22· · television requirements to sports wagering

23· · licenses to make it stricter on reporting the

24· · problem -- compulsive gambling number and as far

25· · as certain sizes of the viewing of that number.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·In 707, the changes that you will see

·2· · is that the industry had some input with regards

·3· · to the quarterly audits that they have to submit

·4· · to.· So Division's Audit Department did look at

·5· · those and did make some changes, not all the

·6· · changes that they wanted, but they are a little

·7· · bit different than the February emergency rules.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·If the Board approves these today,

·9· · then a motion to institute rulemaking procedures

10· · is needed.· The soonest that these rules could be

11· · promulgated would be July 20; however, depending

12· · on if there are substantive changes, oversight

13· · committee reviews, and the timing of the board

14· · meetings, it could be later than that.

15· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Is that it, Ms. Himel?

17· · · · · · · ·MS. HIMEL:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.

19· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.· I want to personally

21· · thank you for your -- and all of your staff at the

22· · AG's Office for your work on this.· This is --

23· · Members, this took a lot of work, and this has

24· · been an ongoing process.· I'm sure there will be

25· · changes in the future as we -- we move through the



·1· · process, but these are items that we felt were

·2· · very necessary to do.· It's going to make it a

·3· · better and a more compliant product that we've got

·4· · out there on the market, following what the other

·5· · states are doing.· So . . .

·6· · · · · · · Well, Judge Sholes, I think, has got a

·7· · question.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. SHOLES:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Guide me.· Under self-exclusion, just

10· · functionally, if a citizen opts to do

11· · self-exclusion and are then found in a facility

12· · where they should not be, but they voluntarily put

13· · their name on self-exclusion, how do they avoid

14· · being -- having their name solicited publicly?

15· · · · · · · ·MS. HIMEL:

16· · · · · · · · · ·The exclusion list is confidential.

17· · So it should never be released in any way.· Now,

18· · they can be arrested if they appear at a casino.

19· · If they go try and get onto the gaming floor and

20· · they do game, they could be arrested.· So that

21· · would be -- you know, they are dealing with public

22· · records law with regards to criminal actions, but

23· · the list itself and information on the

24· · self-exclusion list is confidential.

25· · · · · · · ·MR. SHOLES:



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

·2· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. HIMEL:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·And I will say with regards to the

·6· · changes to 517, the advertising, like you said,

·7· · Chairman, because these are national

·8· · advertisements that a lot of people engage in, we

·9· · didn't want to be the only person doing this.· So

10· · we did look at every other state's laws, and the

11· · specific requirements in these are also contained

12· · in New York's laws.· So this is not anything that

13· · the operators have not seen.· They're already

14· · abiding by it in New York, if they're advertising

15· · there, and other states have similar restrictions.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. SHOLES:

17· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry.· I guess my problem is

18· · this:· If someone is voluntarily agreeing to do

19· · the self-exclusion, it seems to me that it sort of

20· · hinders them to be willing to go on the list if

21· · they know that, if I do make a mistake and go in

22· · while I'm fighting this addiction, I am then now

23· · subject to public shaming.· It just seems to me

24· · that we ought to be able to find a way to resolve

25· · that so that the self-excluded person does not end



·1· · up being publicly shamed, because, quite frankly,

·2· · then why would I go on the self-exclusion list if

·3· · I know, while I'm fighting this addiction, if I

·4· · make this mistake, it will be all over the world?

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. HIMEL:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Well, I can't speak to as why a

·7· · person might put themselves on the list.· I mean,

·8· · I assume that they look at everything.· Now, as

·9· · far as gaming law, it is extremely protected.· And

10· · whenever they do sign up for the exclusion list,

11· · they review all of this, and it says in the form

12· · that they have to sign that, "I acknowledge that I

13· · am filling this out and that if I go onto a gaming

14· · floor that I am subject to arrest."· So they are

15· · given full disclosure as to the requirements, that

16· · it's five years, that they have to have a mental

17· · health professional clear them to come off the

18· · self-exclusion list.· They are fully briefed on

19· · putting themselves on the self-exclusion list.

20· · · · · · · ·MR. SHOLES:

21· · · · · · · · · ·This one is tough for me.· Thank you.

22· · · · · · · ·MS. HIMEL:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

24· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

25· · · · · · · · · ·I was going to --



·1· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Major, would you like to add -- add

·3· · something to it, Major McNeal?

·4· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·No, no.· She's answered perfectly.

·6· · If there's any questions, I'll -- I'll answer them

·7· · for you, Judge, right now.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. SHOLES:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·I do have lots of questions about

10· · this.· It just seems -- whatever.· I will wait and

11· · discuss it later.

12· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir, of course.

14· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Is there -- if someone is caught

16· · inside a casino, is it an automatic arrest at that

17· · point, or do they have the option to -- to leave

18· · the property?

19· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

20· · · · · · · · · ·No, sir.· They -- they are -- well,

21· · let me say -- when you say "arrest," -- let me

22· · make sure I understand the word "arrest" --

23· · they're issued a citation.· So --

24· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

25· · · · · · · · · ·A citation.



·1· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·-- they're not -- they're not taken

·3· · physically to jail, first off, and we found that,

·4· · typically, in jurisdictions that we deal with, the

·5· · charges are typically dropped by the DA's office

·6· · if the person is willing to continue getting help

·7· · and not go back.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·So I can't remember in the last four

·9· · years that I've been here that we've actually

10· · prosecuted someone for this crime.· It's -- we

11· · hope -- it's more of a deterrent that we use, but

12· · it's not -- they're not -- they're going to be

13· · charged.· I know there's a charge, but they're not

14· · prosecuted for that crime.· The DA -- DA's office

15· · usually nolle prosses the charge off for them.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. SHOLES:

17· · · · · · · · · ·I think . . .

18· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

19· · · · · · · · · ·In an average year, how many of these

20· · do we actually -- what do you see?· Do you --

21· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

22· · · · · · · · · ·I would just be speculating if I gave

23· · you a number, sir.

24· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Very few?



·1· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·I can find out and --

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Very few.· Right?

·5· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·No, "few" is -- you know, I can't use

·7· · the word "few."· I mean, we are talking

·8· · potentially two to three a month statewide.

·9· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.

11· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

12· · · · · · · · · ·I mean, you know, some -- some

13· · properties have none, and some properties there

14· · are others.· But, typically, we try to work that

15· · out.· So . . .

16· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Well, thank you.· Ms. Lewis?

18· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

19· · · · · · · · · ·I have a question.

20· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Question from Ms. Berry.

22· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Berry?

24· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

25· · · · · · · · · ·To be clear, you report yourself on



·1· · the self-exclusion agreement.· You sign, as you

·2· · said, all the understandings of what you can and

·3· · cannot do.· If you're later found -- is it just on

·4· · the floor or gaming on the floor?

·5· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Well, if you're on the gaming

·7· · establishment -- excuse me -- on the gaming floor

·8· · itself.· You could be outside the gaming floor.

·9· · Like, let's use Baton Rouge here, the hotel or

10· · something, you know, that's different.· But it's

11· · actually on the gaming floor itself.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

13· · · · · · · · · ·So if you're on the floor, whether

14· · · · ·you're gaming or not?

15· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, ma'am.

17· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

18· · · · · · · · · ·And you have -- you are the one who

19· · has signed off that this should happen to you if

20· · you are caught on the floor?

21· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, ma'am.· It's explained in the

23· · paperwork what will happen.· It explains that

24· · you -- you will be arrest -- could be charged and

25· · arrested for being on --



·1· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Could be?

·3· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, ma'am.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·And you said you are usually --

·7· · normally issued a citation?

·8· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, ma'am.· You're issued a

10· · citation.

11· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Is the citation public knowledge like

13· · an arrest is?

14· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, it could be.· I mean, you can

16· · request that through the District Attorney's

17· · Office and ask them, if that charge is there,

18· · "Hey, can I get you to" -- "to release this,"

19· · because it is a public record.

20· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.

22· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

23· · · · · · · · · ·But it's not -- it's complicated,

24· · when I say "arrest," because, technically, a

25· · citation is always an arrest.· Even when you get a



·1· · speeding ticket, that is considered an arrest.

·2· · It's just they're not physically taking you to

·3· · jail, so just to make sure I'm very clear on that,

·4· · that --

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah, I've got it.· I understand

·7· · that.· So a citation and an arrest are sort of the

·8· · same, except you're not physically brought in?

·9· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.· That's right.· We do the

11· · process -- physical -- physical arrests, we do not

12· · do that.

13· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.

15· · · · ·(MS. HIMEL CONFERRING WITH MAJOR McNEAL)

16· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.· And they're charged with

18· · trespassing is what the charge is.

19· · · · · · · ·MS. HIMEL:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.· So it's not going to say a,

21· · you know, self-exclusion gaming violation, or it

22· · might, but it's trespassing.

23· · · · · · · ·MAJOR McNEAL:

24· · · · · · · · · ·It's trespassing.

25· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Now I get it.· Thank you so

·2· · much.· That was very clear.· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you for your -- for

·5· · your comments on that.· Any -- any further

·6· · comments on the rulemaking changes -- the rule

·7· · changes that are before you this morning?

·8· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

·9· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Any questions?

11· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

12· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Hearing none, I would

14· · entertain a motion that we adopt the rulemaking

15· · procedures in Section VIII, A through J.· Do I

16· · have a motion on that?

17· · · · · · · ·MS. LEWIS:

18· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

19· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Lewis has moved that we adopt

21· · these rules.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. AVANT:

23· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

24· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

25· · · · · · · · · ·And Mr. Avant has seconded that



·1· · motion.· Is there any discussion on that motion?

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Is there any objection to that

·5· · motion?

·6· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

·7· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, the rules in

·9· · Section VIII, A through J, are hereby adopted.

10· · · · · · · ·MS. HIMEL:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

12· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Himel, again, thank all of you

14· · and State Police for your input and your work on

15· · this.· This --

16· · · · · · · ·MS. HIMEL:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

18· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

19· · · · · · · · · ·This was a lot of work.

20· · IX. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED SETTLEMENTS AND

21· · · · APPEAL

22· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Moving along to consideration

24· · of proposed settlements and appeal.· The first one

25· · will be the Village One Stop, LLC doing business



·1· · as Village Cafe'.· Good morning.

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman Johns, Board

·4· · Members.· I am Assistant Attorney General

·5· · Venise Johnson, here in the matter of the

·6· · settlement of Village One Stop, LLC doing business

·7· · as Village Cafe', which holds a Type 2 video draw

·8· · poker gaming license.· This settlement addresses

·9· · the late submission of annual forms and fees that

10· · are required to be submitted to the Division no

11· · later than July 1 of each year.

12· · · · · · · · · ·The licensee did not submit the

13· · annual forms and fees until October 14, 2021,

14· · which gave rise to a violation of gaming law.· The

15· · civil penalty contained in this settlement is

16· · $750, which is an amount that is well-established

17· · for violations of this type.· This settlement has

18· · been signed by the hearing officer and is now

19· · before the Board for final approval.

20· · · · · · · · · ·I will be happy to answer any

21· · questions that you may have at this time.· Thank

22· · you.

23· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Thank you very much.· Are

25· · there any -- any questions?



·1· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

·2· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· At this time I would accept a

·4· · motion that we approve the settlement of Village

·5· · One Stop, LLC doing business as Village Cafe'.

·6· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

·8· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Berry has moved that we approve

10· · this settlement.

11· · · · · · · ·MS. HAMILTON-ACKER:

12· · · · · · · · · ·And Ms. Hamilton-Acker has seconded

13· · that motion.· Is there any discussion on this

14· · motion?

15· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

16· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Any objection to this motion?

18· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

19· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, this settlement is

21· · hereby approved.· Thank you very much.

22· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

24· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Next, we have Village One



·1· · Stop, LLC doing business as Village Cafe'.

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman Johns, Board

·4· · Members.· I am Assistant Attorney General

·5· · Venise Johnson, here in the matter of the

·6· · settlement of Village One Stop, LLC doing business

·7· · as Village Cafe', which holds a Type 6 video draw

·8· · poker gaming license.· This settlement addresses

·9· · the late submission of annual forms and fees that

10· · are required to be submitted to the Division no

11· · later than July 1 of each year.

12· · · · · · · · · ·The licensee did not submit the

13· · annual forms and fees until October 14, 2021,

14· · which gave rise to a violation of gaming law.· The

15· · civil penalty contained in this settlement is

16· · $1,500, which is an amount that is

17· · well-established for violations of this type.· The

18· · settlement has been signed by the hearing officer

19· · and is now before the Board for final approval.

20· · · · · · · · · ·I would be happy to answer any

21· · questions that you may have at this time.· Thank

22· · you.

23· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Thank you.· Any questions,

25· · Members?



·1· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

·2· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, I would adopt -- I

·4· · would accept a motion that we approve this

·5· · settlement.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. SHOLES:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·So moved.

·8· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Judge Sholes has moved that we accept

10· · this settlement.

11· · · · · · · ·MS. TRAYLOR:

12· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

13· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

14· · · · · · · · · ·And Ms. Traylor has seconded that

15· · motion to adopt the settlement of Village One

16· · Stop, LLC doing business as Village Cafe'.· Is

17· · there any discussion on the motion?

18· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

19· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Any objection to the motion?

21· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

22· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, that motion is hereby

24· · adopted and approved for the settlement.· Thank

25· · you very much.



·1· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.· We have one more.

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·You want to do the next one?

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Uh-huh.

·7· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman Johns, --

11· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Your show this morning.

13· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:

14· · · · · · · · · ·-- Board Members.

15· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Item No. 3, we have

17· · Grobar, LLC doing business as Banks St. Bar.

18· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.

20· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Again, it's a settlement.

22· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman Johns, Board

24· · Members.· I am Assistant Attorney General

25· · Venise Johnson, here in the matter of the



·1· · settlement of Grobar, LLC doing business as

·2· · Banks St. Bar, which holds a Type 1 video draw

·3· · poker gaming license.· This settlement addresses

·4· · the late submission of annual forms and fees that

·5· · are required to be submitted to the Division no

·6· · later than July 1 of each year.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·The licensee did not submit the

·8· · annual forms and fees until February 2, 2022,

·9· · which gave rise to a violation of gaming law.· The

10· · civil penalty contained in this settlement is

11· · $750, which is an amount that is well-established

12· · for violations of this type.· The settlement has

13· · been signed by the hearing officer and is now

14· · before the Board for final approval.

15· · · · · · · · · ·I would be happy to answer any

16· · questions that you have at this time.

17· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Any questions members?

19· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

20· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, I will entertain a

22· · motion to approve this settlement.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. JACKSON:

24· · · · · · · · · ·So moved.

25· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jackson has moved that we approve

·2· · the settlement offer.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. POOLE:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Poole has seconded that motion.

·7· · Any questions on the motion?

·8· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

·9· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Any objection to that motion?

11· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

12· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, the settlement between

14· · Grobar, LLC doing business as Bank St. Bar is

15· · hereby approved.· Thank you very much.

16· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

18· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Okay, Members.· Moving along.· We now

20· · move -- we have a consideration of an appeal for

21· · BRC, LLC doing business as T's Country.· Good

22· · morning.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. PICOU:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning, Chairman Johns and

25· · Members of the Board.· I am Assistant Attorney



·1· · General Charlie Picou here in the matter of the

·2· · appeal of BRC, LLC doing business as T's Country.

·3· · Mr. Tilas Herring is the representative of the

·4· · licensee.· I'm not sure if he's present today or

·5· · not.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. HERRING:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·I'm here.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. PICOU:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·It's his appeal; so I'll let

10· · Mr. Herring proceed first.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. HERRING:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Tilas Herring with BRC, LLC,

13· · T's Country.· I couldn't make it to court in

14· · January because of a surgery, but, you know . . .

15· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you for being here today, sir.

17· · We -- at this point, we cannot accept any new

18· · evidence here this morning.· That could be done

19· · should this Board approve your appeal to remand

20· · this back to the hearing officer once again, and

21· · that's where you will make your -- your formal

22· · appeal.· So, Mr. Picou, would you like to proceed?

23· · · · · · · ·MR. PICOU:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, Chairman.· On March 11, 2021,

25· · the Division had sent a video gaming advisory



·1· · notice to alert the licensee of the necessity of

·2· · submitting the required annual forms and fees by

·3· · June 30.· The licensee failed to do so, which gave

·4· · rise to violations of gaming law.· Prior to the

·5· · administrative hearing on January 19, 2022, the

·6· · licensee was given ample opportunity to submit the

·7· · annual forms and fees and failed to do so;

·8· · therefore, we proceeded with an administrative

·9· · hearing.

10· · · · · · · · · ·At that hearing, Hearing Officer

11· · Ponder found that the licensee, in fact, did not

12· · submit its annual forms and fees.· For that

13· · reason, Hearing Officer Ponder ordered a

14· · revocation of the Type 1 video draw poker gaming

15· · license issued to BRC, LLC doing business as

16· · T's Country.

17· · · · · · · · · ·Louisiana gaming law states that a

18· · license may be suspended or revoked if a licensee

19· · fails to submit its annual forms and fees by

20· · August 31; therefore, the hearing officer's

21· · decision to revoke the license, it is consistent

22· · with law and with previous cases of this type.

23· · · · · · · · · ·The hearing officer acted properly

24· · and within her legal authority by revoking the

25· · Type 1 video draw poker license of BRC, LLC;



·1· · however, it has been alleged that the licensee

·2· · has, since filing the appeal, submitted the annual

·3· · forms and fees to the Division.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Since this Board cannot hear any

·5· · testimony or consider any new evidence, it would

·6· · be -- we would request that the matter be remanded

·7· · for further consideration and evaluation of any

·8· · new information at this point.

·9· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

10· · · · · · · · · ·And so you -- you're recommending

11· · that -- that we grant a new hearing or . . .

12· · · · · · · ·MR. PICOU:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, Chairman, that it would be

14· · remanded for consideration.

15· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. PICOU:

18· · · · · · · · · ·It has been alleged that the licensee

19· · has, after filing the appeal, submitted his annual

20· · forms and fees to the Division.· So we are going

21· · to evaluate that, if you so grant.

22· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

23· · · · · · · · · ·I'll make a motion to remand it back

24· · to the hearing officer.

25· · · · · · · ·MS. HAMILTON-ACKER:



·1· · · · · · · · · ·Second that.

·2· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Is there any questions?

·4· · Anybody?· Any questions for Mr. Picou this

·5· · morning?

·6· · · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

·7· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Are you Mr. Owens?· Is that your

·9· · name?

10· · · · · · · ·MR. HERRING:

11· · · · · · · · · ·No, Tilas.

12· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

13· · · · · · · · ·Herring?

14· · · · · · · ·MR. HERRING:

15· · · · · · · · ·Tilas Herring.

16· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

17· · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry.· My apologies, sir.· You do

18· · understand that if we approve this motion, you

19· · will have the opportunity to go back to the

20· · hearing officer to plead your case at that point

21· · as to what reasons you were not there and why your

22· · paperwork was not submitted properly?· So --

23· · · · · · · ·MR. HERRING:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.

25· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:



·1· · · · · · · · · ·I would just like to state, also,

·2· · Chairman, that we normally don't remand back.· We

·3· · trust the hearing officer's decision, but due to

·4· · your medical issues and the fact that the Attorney

·5· · General's Office recommended it, we'll go with

·6· · that.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. HERRING:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

·9· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

10· · · · · · · · · ·You're getting a pretty big break

11· · here today.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. HERRING:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.· Thank you.· Thank you a

14· · lot.

15· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

16· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· We do have a motion to

17· · remand this case back to the hearing officer.· Do

18· · I have a second on that?

19· · · · · · · ·MR. AVANT:

20· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

21· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Avant has moved that we second

23· · that motion.· Is there any discussion on the

24· · motion?

25· · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)



·1· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Hearing none, is there any objection

·3· · to that motion?

·4· · · · · · · · · · · ·(NO RESPONSE)

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·No objection.· This -- this item is

·7· · hereby remanded back to the hearing officer.

·8· · Mr. Picou, thank you for your work.· We appreciate

·9· · it.· And good luck to you, sir.

10· · · · · · · MR. HERRING:

11· · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. PICOU:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

14· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Okay, Members.· That clears our

16· · agenda.· I would like to announce that our next

17· · board meeting will be April 17, back in this room

18· · again.· The Legislature has chased us out of the

19· · big building.

20· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

21· · · · · · · · · ·The 18th.

22· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Oh, excuse me.· The 18th.· My

24· · apologizes.· The 18th.· I looked at my calendar

25· · wrong.· Bad day for CPAs, --



·1· · · · · · · ·MS. BERRY:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Bad day for CPAs.

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·-- huh, Ms. Berry?· So we will be

·5· · back here in this room on April 18.· That could --

·6· · has the potential to be a lengthy meeting; so we

·7· · hope to see you here.

·8· · X. ADJOURNMENT

·9· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

10· · · · · · · · · ·At this time I would entertain a

11· · motion that we adjourn.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. HAMILTON-ACKER:

13· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

14· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Hamilton-Acker has moved that we

16· · adjourn.

17· · · · · · · ·MS. TRAYLOR:

18· · · · · · · · · ·(Indicating)

19· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

20· · · · · · · · · ·And Ms. Traylor has seconded that

21· · motion.· Any objections?

22· · · · · · · · · · · (NO RESPONSE)

23· · · · · · · ·CHAIRMAN JOHNS:

24· · · · · · · · · ·We are hereby adjourned.· Thank you

25· · very much, ladies and gentlemen, for being here



·1· · today.

·2· · · · · · · ·(OFF THE RECORD AT 10:50 A.M.)
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